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objected. So we three, with W. E. G., Granville, Northbrook,
and Kimberley met in Mr. G's room at 6.30. Long wrangle.
Harcourt, because Kimberley interrupted him, said he had
better leave the Government at once. He had never been so
insulted, etc. On some other point he said he must resign.
Granville protested against the perpetual threatening of
resignation taking the place of argument."

The despatch went in a modified shape. Rosebery
wrote a strong memorandum on our situation with
Russia (April 26th), pointing out that the Pall Mall
Gazette, the organ of W. T. Stead, which preached
conciliation, was not told what the Russians really
think, but what they wished to appear in print.
While we had been honourably negotiating Russia had
been grabbing, and we might find ourselves accepting
a frontier condescendingly offered by those who had
no right to be there at all. The effect of weakness on
India and Afghanistan would be deplorable, and no
better in the West.

" All Europe is laughing at us, our nose has been pulled
all over the world. Throughout next week we shall be
undergoing the process with France. Our Government
smiles over it, and thinks it is not humiliating. But it is
humiliating. And they further say that we are so strong we
can afford it. But are we so strong ? Nations with armies
of two millions do not consider us strong."

But he was preaching to the partially converted.
A few days later the Prime Minister asked for a credit
of eleven millions. On May 2nd news came that
Russia had accepted the principle of arbitration, and
the chief danger was at an end.

Not the least important element in the Russian
business was its repercussion on Egyptian policy.
After the failure to rescue Gordon the Government
left further advance to Khartoum to Lord Wolseley's
discretion, but in no case could a push be made before
autumn. There was some feeling that at any rate
Khartoum should be retaken to satisfy national
honour, the reconquest of the Soudan being left an